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holding of public and district meetings, in order to connect, | tell their rulers that ihey will and must have their rights ; and 
complete, and harmonize our political understanding and | let it be supposed that out of seventeen millions, six millions of 
feeling. male adults will no longer be imposed upon: that they are de- 
“It requires only the removal of wilful ignorance, to know | termined to be free ; then the fabric of Government shall fai), 
that the present system of Legislation is only calculated to en- | not by bloodshed, but by their own accord: then their tyran. 
rich the few at the expense of many, by laying immense taxes | nical rulers will begin to see that their rogueries and impositions 
upon the people, and then squandering them away by thou-|are exposed, and that the people are determined no longer to 
sands, and even tens of thousands, to worthless, if not wicked | permit the bands of priestcraft, and every other species of su- 
ndividuals ; by making laws to advance the price of the poor | perstition to be upon their eyes, but that they are resolved aid 
man’s necessaries, in order to increase the rich man’s rent-roll, | determined to have their rights. If you think you are wronged, 
hi propping up Mr. Burke's Corinthian pillar, by sinking its|stand up like men, and vindicate your wrong.—If you thin! 
pedestal into the earth. you are not wronged, why do you grumble? you have th: 
“Our condition has become desperate. Our very existence | power to vindicate your wrongs. What are the few troops «! 
isatstake; for although we have glutted every market with |men assembled under the idea of guards, of horsemen, or so’. 
our lavour, yet we ourselves cannot get enough, The blane diery ? What are they, if the country is determined to stan: 
then lies not with the labourers, but with the Legislators. We] upon its own bottom? What have you to do with the military 1 
say then to those unfeeling monsters in the shape of men, (the | vou are peaceable and quiet? Fear them not. They dare uo: 
Borough Mongers), if we must die, either by starvation orinthe| molest you. Now you are here assembled, should a suia'! 
defence of our inalienable rights, we cannot hesitate to prefer | troop of horsemen come from that field, would yourun ? staid 
the latter,” like men, you have committed no crime. Look at the [yi-: 
[This address was signed by the Chairman, in belialf of the} Rebellion, the ground of which I say nothing of, and the pro. 
Meeting of Deputies. The Deputies from each and every] priety of which IT say nothing of; but the conduct of the me: 
place, explicitly aud individually stated to the Meeting, that} is what { would wish to hold out as an example. They flew hike 
Universal Suffrage, Annual Parliaments, and Election by|cowards. There is no greater victory can be obtained ove; 
Ballot, were the principles approved a t their respective} you, than for you to shrink from your own cause, When sox 
places. | feel your petitions have no weight, form yourselves, when you 
Afier Mr. Willan had read the declaration, he added, it was|can spare a convenient hour, (aud T am afraid many here 
stated some tite ago, that there was not a reformer in Leeds, | present have too many leisure hours), as at this time, with re. 
Whether there are, it is for you to answer, if there are! vular order, with due circumspection, and with friendly inter 
any reformers, now give the positive answer. Loud Cheering. | course, as men who would wish to be free, not having your 
Jumes Mann, one of the persons lately detained in prison | country’s destruction in your view. If a revolution should tale 
under the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act.—“ Gentlemen,— | place, would you be happy? No! as I said before, if any per 
Our country has arrived at such a state, that we cannot be any} 50n could look upon a revolution with peace and quietuess, | 
Jouger silent or negligent of our country’s wrongs—Things have | might, not having father or mother, brother or sister. Read 
ariived at such a height as to deny the poor man the necessa- ihe writings of reformers, and torm yourselves agreeably to 
ries of life, while hundreds of individuals who live on taxation|them. JTenorance is what has blinded ages. [ would not wis!: 
are rioting in luxury. Itis our duty to express our sentiments | to insinuate into your minds any thing against the sacred 
in sirong and energetic language, seeing that a corrupt House | writings.— Whatever my opinion may be, you are at liberty to 
of Commons has brought our country to its present deplorable | judge for yourselves. What I would advise you is, that vo 
situation, afler 25 years of war, which was waged to destroy| most strictly guard against pricsteraft’ im all its shapes and 
the liberties of France; and after they have spent hundreds of| forms, Lt is not enough for you to confine your observations 
millions of our money, and after shedding rivers of blood in the|to the glaring absurdities which present themselves in the 
wuuse of tyranny and oppression, we are told that war was! national church ; but look upon him with an eye of scrutiny, 
ord who pours out weekly nonsense by the hour, he may be as gree! 
a villain, and as great adestrover of your rights and privileges as 
even he who has seven or eight rotten boroughs at his disposa’. 
Vain would it be for me to vindicate or condemn any parttice- 
the idea of relieiow 





vaged for indemnity for the past, and security for the future. 
What security for our famishing country have they obtained ? 
It behoves us to inquire into Our conuiry’s grievances. They 
have now reached to that state, that they cannot be submitted 
to any longer. I have to inform soa, that Unions on the! lar sect of men forming themselves under 
principles of Radical Reform, are formed in almost every part} bodies; but such who make a coutinual practice of insinuatis, 
of England; and without a Kadica! Reform oar country will be} into the people’s minds that the laws are not ouly just but by 
rurned, God’s appointment, and their superiors by his all-wise appoiit- 
At the conclusion of this speech, Mr. Wilian read a letier| ment set over them, 1s as muuch us to say, they must bear the 
from the Society of Politicai Pretestanis in Hull to Janes! load without grumbling. 
: “ T recommend, by frequently assembling yourselves in bo- 
dies, that you shew the trembling atoms of corruption, who may 
ibew andering afar off, the immense body of freemen which stand 
before them, not by arms or petitions, that will not do. Ne- 
state maladies. | thing but assembling yourselves in bodies, heartily, unan- 
Mr. George Petre, (from London), then addressed the meet-) mousty, and quietly, in the cause of reform, will ever relesse 
inginaspeech of considerable length. He attacked, in the) you diem the bonds of the boroughmongering faction. 
language of grass invective, the present government; aod Le| Jamis MANN again presented himsel! and said—* VW hen 
was equally tree in his censures upon the church: the follow. |] returned from one of Sidmouth’s solitary dungeons, the tools 
ing specimens will give a sufficient idea of the teudency of this | of corruption hoped that I should give up advocating the eau 
address: —“ Let but the whole nation quietly and peaceably [of Reform; but I have satisfaction in saying, that 1 have done 


}taun in Leeds, in which the writer, afler congratulations on 
the progress of their institution in Leeds, Wakefield, &c. ce- 
claims strongly agaiust “ Borough-mongers” and “the black 
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more to promote the cause of Reform, since my return from 
his solitary dungeon, than ever I did in my life. We now bid 
defiance to either Sidmouth or his blood-hounds. The con- 
duct of the Reformers is, and ever will be, open. We set these 
tools of corruption at defiance; and the Reformers in this town 
are more numerous and strong than at any former period. 
The declaration which has been read to you will be inserted 
in Wooler’s Dwarf.” He concluded by proposiug that the 
declaration which was passed at the Oldham Me reling should 


be adopted by the present. 

The following resolutions were then read, and carried una- 
nimously:— 

RESOLVED, Ist. That the Declaration passed at the Old- 
ham Meeting be adopted by the present, 

2d. That England has ‘been involved in a most ruinous, 
expensive, and unnecessi ary War, fora quarter ofa ceutury. 

3d. ‘That as far as we can discover, its object was the per- 

uity of the tythe system and legitimacy, and not the welfare 
3 hii appiness of the productive classes. 

4th. That the supporters of the nation, the egriculturists, 
the merchants, artists, the manufactures, and artisans, were 
repeatedly assured that indemnity for the past, and security for 
ihe future, were the objects of the said bloody war. 

5th. That from the circumstances which are now taking 
place, the above objects are entirely lost sight of; the regrets of 
the King falsified, and the only hope of reward tor national 
exertion, (so often held forth as inducements of patient snffer- 
ug), @ lessening of the national burthens, is dashed from us 
with insult, and. our distresses thereby tre. ited with ridicule, 

Gth. That no redress can be obtained but from ourselves, 
that we amply possess the means, and if we fail to adopt them 
vith vigour, and resolutely to persevere, we shall merit every 
pWration which we may have to endure, and deserve the detes- 
tion of posterity, to whom we shall leave the greatest legacy 

oftyramny and cowardice that was ever bequeathed isy one gene- 
ration to another. 

7th. That the following declaration be signed by all who are 
determined not to become passive slaves, and transmitted to 
Manuers Sutton, as Speaker of the tlouse in which he presides, 
ior the information of whow it may coucern. 

RESOLVED, Sth. That these Resolutions and Declarations 
he advertised im the Courter and the Morning Post, and in one 
Loyal Paper in each county, if means can be found in such 

ounty to defray the expense thereot, 

a business of the eveni: i was coudacted by the perusal 

id adoption of the following 
DECLARATION. 

“We, the Undersigued, having had our full share of the 

urthen of the late war to support, were led to expect that 
ifs termination would have been attended with a reduction of 

faxes, imposed as we were told by the King, with regret, for 
ihe maintenance of a just and ne Cessury COhies ot; thar so far 
trom this being the case, we have beheld every i sposition on 
he part of this govermment and descendants, to continue atl 
ne war taxes ti time of peace, and to perpetua ale every ex- 
pense which the war lad engendered, and that ne ither econom 
Hor retrenchment have formed any feature ia their chia a te 
HOT Obtained any place in their councils except whei forced 
hereto by the groans of a starving multitude. That ‘Bea the 
present attempt to increase the burthens with whieh we are 
uve rvhclmed, we have no e Xpectation of ese caping by a vote of 
ihe Le eilature The menibe rs ol the Hfous se at Cc ome ns not 
veing Gur representatives, neither having performed the office 
Pcudidaus of our rielts and Liberties, end proteetors of our 





property. That from these promises we consider it a duty 
which we owe to our country, ourselves, and our posterity, to 
abstain from the use of spirits, beer, tobacco, tea, and evcry 

other article not absolutely necessary to the support of our 
existence, until put in possession of the right of electing !n ous 
own distric ts, representatives to parliament,’ 


REMARKS. 


It is pretended by those who cry peace when there is no 
peace, this is only the language of disaffection, and that few 
participate in such sentiments. We have, however, the means 
of knowing better; that the reformers are not only strong be- 
yond all precedent, but rapidly ecquiring accessions of num- 
bers; and that the country reformers are united in the priu- 
ciples of universal suffrage, annual parliaments, and election by 
ballot. ‘They have besides the formidable alliances of the debr, 
the taxes, the tythes, the poor-rates, and that general misery 
which renders all property unproductive, and all energy un- 
availing. ‘To live under the system is become impossible io 
tens of thousands, and ditticuit to all who will die by famine 
under its grievances! Not one brave or honest heart; and w 
are not all. cowards, not all disposed to be slaves. ‘The pies 1- 
tions of the meeting at Ashton-under-line 1s conspicuous for 
tae same sentiments and display of real knowledge. Instead 


‘}of wasting time and talent upon minor points, they go at onc 


to the root of the evil, to the cause of their grievances, and tli 
means of redress. But it is an injustice to speakers to com- 
ment upon their principles in any other language than thea 
own, 

First.—-That the intent and end of this Meeting ts to remove 
as faras possible, those political evils that have so heavily at- 
flicted this generation of our countrymen, aud Urat with a rapid 
and increasing force, have arrived at that point wiire the 
cord of human endurance must break, or we must become the 
mest abject slaves, and unworthy of existence. 

Second.—That this Meeting taking Nature, Reason, and 
Experience for its guide, wishes by these means, to poiut out 
te its conntrymen, the causes of the evils that assail us, and the 
means of removing them, and that it trusts to their union of 
sentiment alone for success. 

Vhird.---That the silence or contempt the people have met 
with from every branch of the legistature, whenever they have 
humbly solicited their aid by the right of Petition, m ake them 
despair of ever being attended to, unless the united force of 
whole pe ople ( (speahing ina voice of thunder) can bring ie 
tou sense of their duty. 

Fourth.---That this Meeting holds Universal Saffrage and 
Annual Elections of Parliament to be the principal e sseMthius Lo 
form a tlouse of Commons that would legislate for tae hap) bi 
ness of the people, the ouly rational end for which any govern. 
ment can be tistituted, 

Pifth.---That the House of Commons, as at present Const 
tuted, is a mockery of what it professeth to be, that is a juss 
and impartial distributer of the bard earnings of the indu: 
trions labourer; but in o:der that our opinions maynol go forte 
to our countrymen unfounded and on hare assertion, We i de to 
instanee a few of those wanton and unjust acts of profligate e 
penditure, authorised by those acts of the legislature Ghat an 
most strongiy 1 a on our memory, Witness the 22,000) 
in presents fi oy suufkeboxes, to individuals basking im riches frou 
the robbery of millions; though, at the same time, the children 
of a part of the producers of that property, were clothed in 
rags und de titute of bread. The assigning of a yearly stipend 
of 16,6001 per ain, to the Duke of York, ( though already pos 
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sessed of the enormous sum of 40,0001. a-year) for performing 
the least of all paternal duties, namely, to see an insane fathe: 
ence a month, while hundreds of those who were to pay that 
salary, had to go as great a distance to their insave and ema- 
ciated parents confined in a workhouse, at their own expense, 
upon a salary of precarious dependance, and not more than one 
shilling a day. Inthe Corn Laws that have deprived the laboure: 
of his bread, in defiance of his petitions, in order to raise enor. 
ous taxes, wasted in profligate and upnecessary pensions, and 
grants, not unfrequently as a reward for the basest of actions. 
En the enactment of Combination Laws, that send the indus 
trious labourer to prison for years, for endeavouring to erjoy 
us mueh of the fruits of his la »our as was necessary for lis ex- 
istence. In treating with silent contempt the petitions of the 
industrious mechanics, who, living on the miserable pittance of 
a shilling a day for years, kad humbly petitioned for a small ad- 
vanee of their wages, though they had wantonly taken from 
them more than half of their small income in the shape of taxes. 
In the Suspension of Laws, by which the innocent and virtuous 
were immured in dungeons. And lastly, in evading a just pu- 
nishment by passing a Bill of Indemnity, to prevent.the execu- 
tion of the ancient and established laws of the land. 

Sixth,—Phat this meeting recommends to their countrymen, 
resistance to any increased taxation, until every sinecure and 
pension be abolished, and their country freed from a state of 
starvation. 

Seventh.—That as soon as possible, meetings of delegates in 
various parts of the country should be held to take into cousi- 
deration the propriety of immediately going to a genera! Elec- 
tion of Representatives, to meet in London, or elsewliere, to en- 
ter upon such 2 plan of obtaining a Radical Reform of the peo- 
ple’s House of Commons, as they shall deem necessary ; being 
convinced that it is the only means, if speedily accomplished, of 
saving this country, its manufactures and commerce from total 
ruin; for taxation and oppression ever did, and ever will de- 
stroy states, drive manufactures from sucl: states, and aunilti- 
ute cominerce, 

Eighth,—‘Ihat the thanks ef this meeting be given to the ve- 
nerable Major Cartwright, for his unwearied exertions in pro- 
moting the cause of Reform; and likewise that an Address be 
presented to him by this tewn, strongly censuring the Electors 
of Westminster for their neglect and ingratitude to this vene- 
rable philanthropist. 

Ninth,—That the thanks ofthis meeting be given to Henry 
Hunt, Esq., for his willingness and zeal in the cause of the 
people. 

Fenth,—-That the thanks of this meeting be given to Wil- 
liam. Cobbett, Esq., tor his able and manly conduct in sup- 
porting the cause of Reform. 

Eleventh, —That the thanks of this meeting be given to T. J. 
Wooler, for his able manner of advocating the Rights of the 





ople. 

Twelfth,—-that the thanks of this meeting be given to Mr. 
Sherwin, for his bold manner of directing the people how to re- 
Bist Oppression. 

Thirteenth,—That this Meeting returns its unqualified praise 
to Mr. Carlile, for his undaunted courage in supporubg the Ii 
berty of the press, in defiance of bigots and despots. 

Fourteenth,—That the thanks of this Meeting are due, and 
are hereby given to Mr. Joseph Johnson, fur bis hind letter to 
this mecting. 

Fifteenth, —That the thanks of this meeting be given to the 


Stockport Union, for their kind Addres, to this Meeting, 
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Sixteenth,—That Major Cartwright and Mr. Wunt be re- 
specttully requested to unite thelr efforts, in order to Induce 
Mr. Cobbett tmincdtately to return to his native land, and 
thereby lend his powerfulaid to the people, in the acquirement 
of their just and mataral riglits, 


JOSEPH TIARRISON, Chairman, 
Seventeenth,—That the thanks of the Meeting be given to 


the Chaitunan. 


_—— —- —-- _— 





ASITTON PUBLIC MEETING. 


Pursrant to advertisement a Public meeting of the inhabitants 


‘of Ashton-under-line and its neighbourhood, took place on 


Monday week. at Hurst, in the vicinity of Ashton. An amaz- 


ing Concourse Of people crowded the roads; it was a welcome 
sight to witness a whole population embark heart and band in 
the Common Cause; and their sober, steady, and firm demea- 
nour indicated that one sentiment universally pervaded the 
whole, which streck terror to the host of their oppressors, who 
had treated the complaints of the people with the mere “ sport 
of fools.” About one o-clock, at which hour the business of the 
meeting commenced, from 12 to £5,000 people had assembled, 


{with increasing torrents pouring in from every quarter. 


The Rev. Joseph Harrison being called to the chair, read the 
Requisition. 

Mr. Joseph Joinson, of Manehester was invited to attend the 
meeting, but being unable to be present, he sent the following 
address, Which was read by the chairman, the Rev. Mr. Harri 
son as follows : 

«To atlempt to describe to you your deplorable situation ts 
perfectly useless, you know it but too weil; and that your con- 
dition should be so extremely bad, as you now find it, ina 
country abounding with every improvement bot! in agriculture 
and manufactures which the present state of scicuee ean fur 
nish, is the astonishing wonder; and for whieh F shallendeavou 
to account. When the degraded people of France, unable 
longer to endure the insults and oppressions of their infamous 
covernment, determined to throw off the Boarbou vche, the 
neighbouring despots felt alarmed, and the English aristocracy 
amongst the number. They well knew that the Engl sh system 
of government and of property would not bear exammation, 
and consequently they were afraid of any better system coming 
within the ken of Englishmen. 

« Actuated by this diabolical principle, they determined fo 
wage war with France, in order again to reduce them to valsul 
age, and also to present all political reformation at home, ‘Tie 
war being once entered into sven became expensive, new faves 
had to be imposed, even upon the laud proprictors, who beng 
unwilling either to work or reduce their expenditure, were 
obliged to raise their rents; their tenants could not cudure this 
Without an opportunity to raise the price of their produce : te 
give them this opportunity, a law was parsed, to prevent the ial 
| portation of wheat until it became about one thi bigher ilian 
the former importation price. Ia process of time this advance 
was not deewed sufficient for the lind proprietors aud their te- 
nants, so it wasagain advanced more than one fourth ; the two 
advances together raising the price from 45s. to 80s. per quarter 
In addition to this advance, which was purely to seive the 
land proprietors, the Government also imposed some new tures 
upon the farmers; and these new rents and taxes reduced Ahe 
value of labour so much, that great ntmbers could not possibly 
support their families ; this again wereased the poor rate, se 





through the medium of their fellow-citizen, Mr, Wright Smith, | 
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that the consequences arising from this state of things is the! 
reduction of wages and doubling the price of food since the | 
commencement of this war. 

« Fellow-citizens, ‘Piis war was undertaken for the sole pur- | 
pose of pres serving hereditary 4 ivileges, and preventing the res- 
toration of equal justice and equal rights. These privileges 
were chiefly seed by the Meintiers ot the House of Lords, 
whotherefore, inequity, ought to have borne a ereat part oi 
the expence of the war; but instead of this, ne sooner did they 
feel this expence come upon them, than they begin to 
their rents, and by so doing threw the \ hole expence of the 
war off their own “broad shou! ders and placed it upon the shke- 
leton backs of the labourers---so that it is highly probable thes 
have doubled their rental and qui idruples | the t; s during the 
late war ; and this, my friends, is the principal cause of your | 
present distress and their splendour. 
that if you had predominated in the House of Commons as |! 
eompletely as they have pres dominated in that of the Lords, | 
these present evils had never come Upon you; but Vou may (le- 

wad upou it, that so long as they compose a House of Lords, 
and have that overwhelming influcnce ta the Commons which 
they at present possess, and Whichit will be the business of the 
reformers to remove, you hold ali you have, and are at their 
mercy; if they say, work and eat, you may do so---if they say 
ay and starve, you see vou cannot avoid it; audif thev should 
eall you to the field of battle, though against en you koow 
nothing of, you must either obey their call, or suffer every spe- 
cies of oul they can inflict. ‘Fhe evils you suffer come upon 
you i two slit apes, dear necessaries and low w aces; the high 
p rice of necessaries arise from high ients, taxes, and restrictive 
laws; and low wages result from the crowded state of all fo- 
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rein markets, 

These rents you have no power to alter, because vou have no 
legislative power whatever,---You may, indeed, moderate ‘ly and 
mildly complaint ; but, should you take a single ste p to advance 


your wages on the one hand, as in the case of Pilkington, Kay, 
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[pes 


i? 
Permit me here to sav, |! 





and Eflison, you are instantly eonsigned te Prison; or should 
you, being driven to extremities, attempt to take food, ata 
lower price than the dealers choose to ask, again, a gloomy pri- 
son, if nota halter, is your sure reward. If, then, you feel 
yourselves unable to pay any price for necessaries, however 
high; and at the same time, work for any wages, however low ; 
Tsay, if you cannot, and I hope you will not, endure both these 





evils, inthe highest degree, then it is incumbent upon you to be 
yey and to pers severe in your endeavours te gain vour proper | 
id prepon le rating influence in the House of Commo: is, With- 
out whieh, it ts « bt Fae you have no security either of property, 
berty, or life.---The struggle lies between tinmicnse prope rty 
wad labour, pr perty vy has usurped the pews of leg muHOU a 
un lil the class of fubourers have eaired a decided preponder: 
mol Commons, universal suffiaze, am stral hie 
ni by ballot, and representatives, not qualified by 
Propeity, they have no security whatever for any thing.---You 
ny felt sour diftcuites, vou feel them increase, and thes will 
her, ithe Govermment and the Bank per se 
ior Cash Payments, without a creat reduction | 


In the flouse 
ments, eles 
iT?) 
Hicrease mueh furt 
rere mw prepurine 


In renftand tives, neither of which they y appear to have In con- 
tem:platron. 
beilow Citivens,—In hope, through perseverance in the cree 


eluse of reform, that our object wili be obtained ; vet shout 1 
thnot he, let ne quote a pussave from the venues rable Major | 


Cartwright’s letter, in answer tothe Address from Manchester, 


“¢ 
Phat ohedience is due to the laws, when founded on the com 
but when they were subversive of the constitution. 


mbit sOieay 
oe OUh CQ 5 





hey > Pheir motives for lov: ilty wre the reverse of courage. 





‘yIv¢ 


the ty « lisabedie cre he te ad of ohe: lje nce is due, b3 d respsta "CE 
becom es the law of the land, = 
A (, fepr Hation from thie Stockport lion Rooms attence { {! 


Ineet! ny, Whoel was also read from the chair. 


ithe Inhabitants of Ashton-wuder-Lyxe and Neighbour- 
hood, i nF TAHA SMieting assembis d, 2 the Area 0; mostle 
lke Seven Stars lan, near Ashton. 

PeiLtow Citizens, 


your zeal for attempting to restore 
fo our mi- erable country a form of Coustitution, as wil 
raise it to that vigour and en ergy which a free People ought to 

We request Pt you will not propose or adopt any 
ess sou are & Letermined to Carry itimto effect, for you 
reniainat ome to starve qt nietly, than be fruste: teed 
means vou may pursue to re- 
thet vor well not allow anv 
iulividual or bods + Of men, to draw veur attention fora moment 
from the grand cause you have cubarhed In pursuance 
whereof we propose through the maa of our worthy cele. 


We congratuhite vou on 


1 
Such} 


‘SESS, 
lihing u 
hig d bette 
nthe legal and constitutional 
cover sonr Rights. We 


alsa hope 


vale, Mr. Wo. OS. Smith, a Resolution or two for your con- 
SLieranon. 
We are, fellow Citizens, your brethren ins opposing and 


annihilating oppressiou, the Committee of the Stocn- 
port Union for promoting human happiness. 
Stockport, June 14. 1819 


If the borouzhmongers think at all, what must they think of 
these proceedings. ‘They eannot be simple enough to believe 
that they will terminate in nothing, Tt is the hature of vio- 
lence to e1 aporate; but cool, enquiring reason, stimulated by 
mn ny aud distress, must lead to something. Are the borough- 

mongers prepared to encounter that ev ident result which is pre- 
Mi forthem ? ‘They have to deal with nen, who cannot be 
misled---who bave sutticient prudence to fight the battle of 
reform safely, and with a vation belund them to support any 
rational measures. ‘Vo this impenetrable phalanx of reformers, 
what have the boroughmongers to oppose? literally nothing : 
for when their authority is once fairly contested, their means of 
action, the paper currency, becomes waste paper in their hands. 
When its basis, the disposition of the peop'e to pay taxes, is at 
an end, the paper currency loses all its value. The borough- 
mongers have nothing but paper wherewith to pay their stand- 


ine army; and soldiers will not fight wahout pay, even if Bri- 


Iti. Ti soldiers would) fight agauist their countrymen at tall. The 
Ho wil yeomanry might carry their folly further; pat whal are 
At 


‘shten the cap of | bert) was hoisted over a white banner, 
i arming the ise riptions, * Annual Parliaments, and Linisersnt 
'Suilrage. upon this would hk ve heen as tine an ex- 
ploit as the old device of ** belling the cat;”” bat untortunately, 
nota mouse of a yeoman could be found to make the attempt. 
the attempt had been made, and Baim- 
has we rf deseribed the contest, 


lo sel Vis 


\t “i a decd, 


ford, the Lancashire bard, 


Hat han they ta’en our cap and flag ; 
Wot! ' hau the Dandies taen ’em > 
Aa did Reformers’ courage lag. 
An’ cou'd they not regain ’em ? 
An’ did the Gentles ride so aay, 
Wa Bireh and Lloyd afore? em, 
To sweep the ** Gruntin herd” away, 
Or bravely gallop oer them ? 


O!} woteould stan’ afore the might 
O° Yeomanry sv loyal ? 
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, An’ gan’ his jaw a weller, 
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Who came to drive the * herd” aright, 
An’ would ha’ no denial ; 

Until the stones began to fly, 
An’ heads began 0’ crackin’, 

Aw then our gallant Yeomanry 
Were fain to find a backin’. 


But first, came Birch, the Deputy, 
Our cap an’ flag demandin’ ; 
Vfaith, afore he'd said his say, 
The lubber lost his standin’! 
For, up there step’d a lusty lad, 
An’ knock’d his shanks fro’ under ; 
Aw laid bis shoon into his ribs, 
Which made him gasp an’ wonder. 


An’ then came one o’ Nadin’s cubs, 
An’ he essay’d to take it ; 

But, Mister Bangy got his dubs, 
Which made him scon forsake it 3 

For, Saxton blun’d his thievim’ e’e, 


Which made him ‘right about” to flee 
As fast as he could skelter. 


Then amblin’ up the * Gemmen” came 
‘Towards the front o’ th’ bustin’; 

But, soon their folly did they blame, 
The ** rabblement” for trustin’ ; 

For sticks were up, and stones they flew, 
Their gentle bodies bruisin’, 

Aw ina hurry they withdrew 
Fro’ such unmanner’d usin’. 


Then, proudly let our banner wave, 
Wi’ freedom’s emblem o’er it, 

And toasted be the Stockport lads, 
The lads woo bravely bore it. 


_ 


sensation, who seem to have no other impulse than that of ¢),. 
deavouring to maintain an existence of the purposes of lite 
they seem to have no other ideas than what are comprised in 
eating, drinking, sleeping, and putting on their clothes. They 
bring up their children in a similar way. ‘They teach them to 
believe the great end of their existence, 1s to get more money 
than their neighbours ; to waste youth in a continual drudgery 
to obtain money; and to spend age amid a thousand fears for 
its security.’ Money is the universal ery; and one would be- 
lieve it to be a sovereign remedy for evil, and that it comprised 
every blessing initself. That it was freedom, and virtue, anc 
energy, and courage---the great one thing needful, without 
which all else were but idle names! Yet the shadow flies then; 
The abuses and corruptions , which they dare not oppose, lest 
their interests should be affected, destroy those interests faste, 
than submission can create them. 1 have seen a tradesman al- 
ready in possession of sutheient property to indulge in all the 
luxuries of life, tremble like an aspen leaf, when requested te 
oppose some state imposition, as enormous as-amyjust, lest he 
should offend @ ¢ustomer, and lose a few shillings in the way 
of trade! Another would, aye, that he would, oppose ministers 
with all his heart and soul, but that a distant relation had 
a place under government. And it would not look well to 
interfere! One man has a large family to provide fer: cc 
therefore he cannot pay any attention to their most important 
interests—that of leaving them /ree, that they may have come 
chance of independence. He remains quiet, pays in taxes 
what would amount to a fortune for his children, when they 


;were of age; and strains every nerve to place them tn a situa. 


tion in which they may be enabled to drudge as he has done, t 
pay taxes, and live ina contiaual dread of the workhouse. 

To hear men continually prating about whiat is essential tc 
be done, and yet doing nothing is one of the inconsistencies te 





An, let the ‘* war-worn” Yeomanry 
Go curse their sid disasters, 

An’ count, in rreful agony, 
Thsir bruises aw’ theie plasters, 


With this commemoration of their prowess, fresh in their me 
mores, the loyal Yeomanry did not think proper to provoke the 
bard again, and the cap of liberty remained uuniolested. 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARP, 


— —_- —.— - 


From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellew Bonz ai 
Jupan. 


—_— 


The superior virtue of the “ cower Onpers.” 


--—--—s 


Whence comes it, my friend of the vellow robes, that the 
more independait a man is said to be in point of fortune, the 
more servile he becomes to any system under which he lives, 
lt is sineular that wealth, which ts sought after as the means of 
liberty, should operate in so singular a method to promote 
siavery; and yet itis true, that cowardice and seiviity ave the 
ceneral characteristics of the rich.---Wealth can procure only 
mere animal enjovment; and to pursue it as a means of freedom 
so an absurdity. There is nothing disgusts ine so much as the 
smeapness of what are callpd the middle classes. [do not mean 
io assert that all who cot ae them merit the character £ am 


which humanity seems to be condemned, Yet that the pr 


't yee of interest should be madeuse of to undermine ol] in- 


vvesists too ridiculous for comment. A temporary interesé 
oucht never to be pursued, at the risk of one that is perma 
nent. Yet all who aequiesce in imposing a burthen pou 
tuemselves and their posterity, to avoid a trifling loss, even 
ould it accrue, act the parts at once of fools and madinen, 
(Ssothing can be gained without some hazard; vet that which 
cught tobe obtamed até all hazards, is totally neclecte: by 
omen Who still teil us they are pursuing their interests. — 
‘The culpable negligence of the middlo orders has alicia, 
‘reduced the ** lower classes,” to the lowest state of poveils 
id distress. By their station ia society, and their accustomed 
coterference in public affairs, the great bulk of society Jetta 
_sterests in their hands. ‘Phis trust has been violated. Stim 
lated by an extremity of distress which admits of no arnuncnt 
dnd couvinced that no voice but their own would be raised ti 
their daver, the mass of society now begins to speak tor ifsell 
The courage and tirmness of poverty bids fair to aecomplish, 
what education and wealth have been unable, or unwilling 
perform. Ajready the mausters, who cared nothing tor the 


We t_ hy as ' , : + 
respectfal petitions of the middhog slaves begin to tremble ai 


the resolution and firmmess whieh the long desmised ‘low 
But the esd part of the rest ' thy 


. tame. - | ac , srvle q , ° F ‘ ; f 
onthe ileal, becin aiso fo canéien their fell 


i?! 
t! 
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orders” have display ed, 
the muddling 
citizens who are in earmmest, to fake careand not co feo 
to be cautious, and not gice effence—to be ciel ond ofl: 
and complaisant—in short to be as hypoeritieal as theme! 
Tie republican virtue of the ‘lower orders,” will not hi 
fo the sophistry. ‘hes know that to be understood, they m 


| e* ! 


‘ 


~ : ° : . ° . y ’ ° 
out to draw; but the great majority here are mere animals of speak plainty; and that the root of the evil must be atte: 
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before the cancerous disease of the state can be remedied. ment, HOWEVER WRONG, give way before the boundiess 
Some of the pharasaical Scr ibes ot the country phen ud to tel] violence of populi ir insurrection : ' This i 1s the secret. 

the people what they ought to do, to interest their rulersin} Bad as the system is, it is good enough for him, and in 
their sufferings suiticiently to obtain compassion. An age avo,! cares not how it presses upon others. Do, good people of 
this would lave answered the purpose of deception, Now, | Great Britain, do be quiet. [Towever wrong, support the sys- 
compassion would be an insult to people who demand justice.} tem! What asses must this reasoner think the people to whiou 

] cannot resist the temptation of Riving thee a specimen of the} he gives such advice. What is wr ong ought to give way; 
rei song which is made use of to awe the people into sub-| and if the “ measured aud intelligible system of governme nt” 
mission. Alluding to several public meetings, the scribe says|be wrong, common sense would say away with it!’ Bat th: 
“we regret that t here have been fresh meetings of distressed | editor of the Times says no, let it stand. It is better than the 
manufacturers at Glasgow, Ashton-under-line, and Leeds.” | violence of a popular insurrection! Low differently acted tl: 
How kind ta the scribe to regret that the people sliould assem-| ancestors of this peopie, who were constantly endeavouring by 
ble. But thou knowest that despotism always wishes the peo- popular insurrection to make wrong give way to right. | 
nle to stay at home, like sheep in pens, that the butchers ma fu one remark, [ woull agree with this scribe. Let ti. 
seud for them singly, to be subjects for the knife. He goes on. people beware of INCENDIARIES. Those despicable charac - 
“The cause of these Meetings is certainly distress'” A | ters may yit be emploved, but the knowledge that they may be 
pretty fair admission, but then “ the inc apacity of those who | will render them comparatively harmless. The best criterion: 
mect to provide a remedy for the existing evil is but too appa-| by which to estimate the re vallity of any man’s devotion to 
rent, from the circumstance of their beiiug immediately led | cause, is to make him po what he SAYS, Or ADVISES OTHE: 
trav by — n designing scoundrels from the cause of their Thy friend and well-wisher 





mecting, to discitss ‘s political subjects—that is to talk se dition, THE BLACK DWARF. 
and threaten “ overthrow the state'” This writer should 
arry his recollection with him from one time to another, my WILT IS REFORM?” 


jones friend. He had said that distress was the cause of the 
meetings. The cause of the distress was the next point of 
enquiry, a3 the simple men thought when they assembled, and 
ney found it in the bad politics ofthe day. Yet the cunning 
scribe thinks it very vile to discuss political subjects! and adds 

us an explanation that to discuss politic al subje cts is to * talk 
sedition, and threaten to overthrow the state!” "Truly he is 
idmirably quakhed to give advice to the orders. 


a — 





The sinecurist’s heartfelt fear, 
Vile ministers’ real dread ; 

The ghost that frights each pension’d peer 
As well as filial Fred. 

The only step that ean prevent 
Rebellion’s dreadful storm, 

Will be a virtuous partiament, 


SR nS ee 








It isuniortunate that the people should sti! think, that to A radical Reform. 
lestroy a corrupt faction is not to destroy the state; and that R.in tar Rive 
au Englishman may tuk rationa lly Witho mut ber punished for, S$. N.D. June 18th 1819. 
sedition. “Dhen comes a threat from the seribe. * Let them,” | Cathal siacatanaaiiadheernaesscatlatiisicatiajaaaicenia : 
meang the people, “so threaten, if they like ; we ean tell, TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
them that by this unjustifiable course, they both dimini-h com-| 
passion for their suifeiings, and inspire mien Sebieh as b: toe as | m , pene: ore 
éhewy are, with the determination to OP poate: and to? pr ess their! . ‘¢ afr sfo Blunt?’ raust not umagine the Lditor to be an enen yto 
efforts ! Who the drave men are that are to be led avaiust tire | ine arts, Decause he think Ss CCONOMY the most essential principic 
lof good government. ‘The fine arts are only erolics ina monarchy 
the peop! ic, l am not aware, Probab! y the ‘seriby and bis esta-!, They > were bora under 2 revime . and the ‘yal lmost invaria bly pe ris 
blishment; but setting the Braver y aside, is the cuestion of whe: i monare ly bays | its blighting touch upon them, The Greciar 
members WwW thing th ws ir of the meeting s? And tf) baie the’ repubii ics were the birth par eof that excel ence we the arts which 
seribe and lits company should o; ppose the effort, GO sot cele has never been equalled, and wili oever be excelled. Re pr iblica a 
low, a8 & Consequence, that they will be repressed ¢ av not, Rome produced anil encouraged the talent, which perishe d uncer 
the scale turn on the other si ide, and the Opposition /e over- ‘the accurse ed sway of hey emperors, No monarchy ever fostered 
come? [the science: A single mon: arch - superior powers has occasion - 
ot <2 lally appear: a as th iv pifrons bat even in such cases, ee ave 
Phe people are imiormecd next that ‘trade cannot de com- degrade d, for they mraust be} ihre to please a hong. Louis the 


Ithas, howsser been Fourteeath collected round his court nen of the first talents, and 


4 


manded by a mere pe or will of power, 
j soust be! Hberaily rewarded them, and they became his slaves. 


destroyed by the will and act of power: and pow 
accountable tor its abuse. Phe sermbe ts “ sorry tha! iaitsters 
do hot do more for the revival of trade, by wociectier res) ILLEGAL OUTRAGE OF THE MAGISTRATES OF 
cuction of the expences which are imposed upon i.ose who] PAE PER, 
ry iton!” itis very kind of the scribe to be * s: Ty,” for| — 
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iitins ; and very unfortunate that his “sorrow,” «oJ: do no}; With some exceptions there is not @ race of men more truly 
siecle Briard aif. a ere LS Ta ‘ . . 4 
sood towards making the ministers dotheir duty. Bat since it! despicable, wore entitled to contempt and detestation, than the 


are not lossened, the! country magistrates of England, Our avenuts have met with 


sO, and while he is serry that taxes 
and in more than 


peovle tind them cucreased, the people must assail the nimisters from them every species of petty persecution; 
With more formidaiie weapous than his sorrow, even though | one instance we have Leen able to counteract their nefarious 
This sca#ibe ts in | de signs, and throw them lato the pit they were prep iring for 
Law with these magisterial atoms of var ‘ity and it- 


\ 


Hey lose his ev mpassion by their decision. 
sTeat dread of the pe ople ; and very profuse ot his sorrow at. | others. 
wisp conduct as we bi as at the conduct of ministers, “ hie should | becility, is a mere f fale; and while they pretend to fear that the 

sorry to see ihe trieditgibde and measured system of govern ‘laws are in danger, they act as the canting Sidmouth did, and 
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heir own Geeds. At Exeter, the magistrates 
liave forbid the: sale of political pamphlets; and for some time 
no one could be fosud who dared to encounter the anger 
of these pigmies, by exhibiting any in public. At last. a 
person wos found, who would not submit to this assumed power 
ofprohibition, and who dared laugh at the mockery of authority 
arraved against him. The follow: ins extract from his account 
of the cousequences, is truly laugh: ible, and places the Exeter 
puppets of the Pitt system, in that point of elevation, which is 
a counterfeit of the sublime. 


Gestray then bye 


Exeter, Mune 19th 1819. 


SIR, 
T have had much difficulty in getting e place to! 
‘onen, Every one was afraid to Tet me pat a tes bills al Pihe | 
door, a person Lhad obtamed leave from last week, in West 
Street, declined on Monday. Ou Wednuesdiy morning £ suc. 
ce led in getting a shoemaker, at a small stop ad; Jia! 
Southeate, ‘to hang the biilsat his deor, of Sherwin, the Dwarf 
ond Black Book. The bills attvacted a crowdl of reaciers, sac 
many enquiries Were imate for * werks, ber Calle? on 
the evening, he said be migitt live sel many, 2 Pad fei them 
wih bim, as L hed only given bio & reverence to where [ fived 
On Thursday nrerniins Pielt him thoce of Sherwim and ilivee of 


the gis aid put outthe bills. Ina few minutes after [ left 
fins, stable, and one of the stafl-bearers, came and took 
down ile bills, entered the shop, and made esearch, found the 
numbers Thad left, and seized them, They teld the man he 
would have a summons to attend the AD Hoon Saterday; buat in 
about ten minutes the y came again, aud said be must go with 
them tuamediately : he replied he was ready, they took him to 
a Mr. Barnes, attorney, near the Bishop's pitaee. Ife was 
there exanuned betore several gentlemen who read the numbers, 
sandashed him how he dared to put such bills ai his door in 
public? who the persou was, thet desired him to €o it? whie- 
ther at was a wextleman, and i hie brid nrone y ? She sais " Was i 
poor man, who gota living by sellug px pA Nets, but would not 
mention my hame ner where L resided. “Whey then took hia co 
‘the general bank in the yard, aud kept him there aa fiour aud 
a half longer, after detaining bimnan hour more at the former 
place. ‘They then proceeded with Lim to the Hall, Guildhail, 
when five or sic Aldermen and the Mayor attended, and 
questioned him on several sentenees picked from the works. 
‘They were much exasperated with the Dwarf, tie Medusa on 
the Sunday Schools, aad the Parody ou the Litany. He 
replied, if they had any objections tu them, they must rete 


Cul 


to the authors in London. After two hours and a half con- 
suliation, the Mayer wphenotine bins with a severe reproof, 

saylug that if Re should see sany thing of the kind in bis shop ua 
future, it would be attende ; with serious couseguences; aud he 


would be dmprisoned ; that he would have go Liils posted ta Ads 


city, (as he called it) wilhowt fe ave from him, ead that lie 
stiouid carry home the pampl Sets and becrn theal hes 
gave them to linn, bat they took them from hin agaia, Savi 

they would burn then themselecs. Vhs hey robbed hin ot “three 
of Sherwin, three of the Dwarf, one of the Medusa, ead a 
Parody ou the Litany, "Phe voung man was not discou- 
raged at this, bat) has taken another shop, aud offered nie 


puulofit, which Pbave accepted. Lt went vesterday to have the | 
advice of Mr. Northmore, that iat ib Sieh hie 
sail their proceedings were untawiul ite 
ney, Mr. Cox. Mr. Cox said if) was an Y, 
and that if L opened in the city again, they y aie # no doubt act 
in the Way:--ihat they would 
iiberate me ages. Lort tin 
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0 assist me, they must pay for false imprisonmeut, aud make 
sattefietion for the property unlawfully taken. 


aa. Fy 


| Mr. Barnes, the attorney. if he knows any more of the law 
than the goose quil which he uses, ought to ‘be seve rely renri- 
mranded by the court to which he belongs, for having dared t, 
countenance so flagrant an outrage upon the laws of the cou, 
try. Mr. Barnes it he ktows ans thing, must have known thet 
to sell ceny pamphlet, was as legal au net, as Huis own right ty 
seth im ingled justice under the name of law; If amphiets 
were in themselves an offence, Mr Barnes, if ie cn :WS itity- 

thing, must have known that the mode adopicd egainst the 
‘efler was an MAprinE ipled outrage. The sliox weaker would have 





fi er) Jus til Nad 1 Ik wor Wrngper dow Nn, Or evi!) me the coy 
stables who made a fe rcible entry, and cowna'! doa robbery 
1) his premises: and tis a great pity rae ba liacl thot been 


Apps cd of their iaeted visit, and provided balfa dozen 
stout fellows, to have whipped them bach to their lubberly en. 

Mir. Barnes ou; aht to lave recommended 
this condact to tic shoemaker, instead of daring . countenance: 
the pluncer of the property, aM f the capiion of tie person ofa 
man who was doin: what he had ¢ clear and undoubted right to 
But the Mayor ! the Mayor! aud the Aldermen—the 
What shall we say to these s ven wis acces— 
what simpletons the Pitt system can 
in other respects, modest, discreet, 


do. 
six Aldermen ! 
these mew lmistences of 
make of men, we dare say, 


sober and rationul meu. Phe good Kine of Fveter, the 
worthy mayor, will lave am othing done in &is etly. Geol 
Lord! without his leave. His loyalty on this occasion, has 


overshot itself, and if the shoemaker can safely depose to the 
fact that this loyal man, who ts so afraid of seditions pampliets, 
has himself committed treason, against our sovereign lord the 
king, by daring to eall the good city of Exeter Ais « it y! aud not 
the kinus ! Ni iy. lin claims a power that his most gra eas Ma- 
jesty, Cicorge ‘the Third, and his Royal Highuess the Prince 
Reuent, never thought for a moment of daring to assume, 
They would be laughed at, were they to assert that in London 
they v would have no bills pasted up without their leave : but ihe 
good mayor ef Exeter, who deserves for this to be put upera 
wooden Liorse, will have nothing done in his city without bis 
leave! Pray, Mr. Mayor, may this be read in your city. And 
will your highne “SS permit the writer te he spe you “will be 
pleased with this record of your title to the epithet of a second 
Solomon. The Aldermen! we must not forget the Aldermen, 
though they cannot have muc th to do, if the city helong to the 
Mauer! ! 1», erhka ips, ike the senators in 4 ‘em ce Prese rved, they 
are O: ily engages : fo wear re d cle aks, and sit quiet ; while the 
aver prates about his city, and fits leave! As they do noi 
appear to have takcima very active part in the business, we will 
spare them for the pres ent, with only a hint that their next 
leisure Wili be well ewployed lbw looking tuto the statutes at 
{tare , to learn the respect which eve u the laws, bad as they are, 
+} prescribe dor the verson and house of an Englishman. Adieu, 
(Mfr. Mayor! Farewell, Messieurs the Aldermen! ‘Fake care 
Mr. Barnes. Though the person you attack may have * noe 
|money,’? your hind intentions towards him may be met bY 
| those \ wis have, You will not obtain for your ci ilentys, jn this 
instance, the ple: asure of torturmg a reformer. You are pet 
fee ily harmless mM the hands of Mr. Northmore and Mu. Cos. 
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